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“When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.”—Luke xxvii: 32. 


Vol. XLVI 
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@f EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS fo 


TROJAN VICTORY 


LEVEN YEARS AGO we thought 

we foresaw disaster for the Cath- 
olic Church, when Pope Pius XI dicta- 
torially hitched his papal wagon to the 
flickering star of Mussolini’s Fascism. 
Liberal Catholic prelates in the United 
States shared this fear. We predicted a 
blackout for the ancient Church of 
Rome, when the ‘‘Sawdust Caesar’’ 
and his then despised Nazi partner 
would come toppling down to the rous- 
ing applause of the triumphant dem- 
ocracies. 


We were tragically wrong, and we 
own up to it. The Nazi-fascist star has 
swung into the ascendant, and climbing 
with it to new heights of power and 
promise is the wagon of the Roman 
papacy. To-day even Uncle Sam has 
been threateningly cautioned by an 
American bishop to jump on to the 
papal band-wagon before it is too late. 
True, there may yet be dangerous joc- 
keying between the two totalitarianisms 
of Church and State in the New Eur- 
ope, when the Pope attempts to seize 


the reins. Even then, if he should fail, 
he can look forward to new Canossas. 

As things are now, they look, indeed, 
rosy for the future of Roman Catholi- 
cism. Europe lies prostrate, yet cleansed 
of those ‘evils’ against which the Vati- 
ean has ranted since the days of the 
Reformation. Italy, Spain and Portu- 
gal, all Catholic-fascist, have cemented 
their union with maternal Rome. Lib- 
eral, Masonic Czechoslovakia, the land 
of the hated Hussites, has been ground 
out of existence. The Belgium of the 
Rexists rises, divorced from the liberal 
influence of a once anti-clerical France. 
France itself, that long-erring ‘‘Eld- 
est Daughter of Holy Mother Church,’’ 
has been purged by Hitler’s stukas and 
panzer-divisions of her silly and wan- 
ton yearning after Liberty, Equality 
and Fraternity. Cowed, but cleansed of 
her iniquities, she has returned to her 
Mother’s side. Protestant Holland, 
Denmark and Norway are safely ringed 
around with the whip of fascist disci- 
pline, and the Balkan nations, long- 
lost children of Rome, have at last 
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ecnfessed that they need the Pope. 


Of supreme satisfaction to the Vati- 
ean is the fact that its two most hated 
enemies, Freemasonry and continental 
Jewry, have been wiped out of Europe. 
The last vestige of continental liberal- 
ism has been obliterated. Thus, what 
seemed folly to us a decade ago, was 
but the shrewd, far-seeing wisdom of 
Pope Pius XI and his Jesuit advisers. 


THE CARDS ON THE TABLE 


LLAPSE OF DEMOCRACY in 

France has made it safe for the 
Vatican to express itself more openly 
in favor of totalitarian rule. Its news- 
paper, Osservatore Romano, lost no 
time in praising ‘‘good Marshall Pé- 
tain,’’ chief of the new French Fascist 
state. The Associated Press reports that 
the Vatican’s newspaper took advant- 
age of the occasion to endorse the fas- 
cist principle that ‘‘authority is high- 
er than the human will.’’ With obvious 
intent to clinch the Vatican’s tradi- 
tional opposition to the cherished free- 
doms of democracy, it declares in favor 
of authoritarianism because ‘‘the hu- 
man will is intolerant of restrictions 
and has attempted to overstep all lim- 
its, first with criticism, and then with 
revolution.’’ This is nothing new to 
us, for it is what the Catholic Church 
has always taught. 


Proceeding further, the Vatican or- 
gan declares the aims of dictatorship 
to be in agreement with those of the 
Catholic Church. It endorses the view 
of Portugal’s dictator, Antonio Sala- 
zar, that ‘‘the authoritarian regime 
creates a civic conscience which opens 
and prepares the way for spreading 
and strengthening the moral consci- 
ence.’’ This, it adds, ‘‘is the desire, 






aspiration and program of the 
Church.’’ With the obliteration of in- 
dividual freedom and criticism by the 
fall of Republican France, it now ex- 
pectantly looks forward to the cultiva- 
tion of a spirit there which ‘‘will be 
able to impose the supremacy of the 
common good over private interests of 
individuals, groups and parties.’’ It 
hopes that this ‘‘spiritual regenera- 
tion’’ of France will be the dawn of ‘‘a 
new, radiant day, not only for France, 
but for all Europe and the world.’’ 


What has always surprised us is the 
fact that Americans have been so slow 
to realize that the Catholic Church has 
never, and never could have officially 
held otherwise. 

* 


U. S. BEWARE! 


GAIN the United States govern- 
ment has been warned by an out- 
standing Catholic spokesman, if only 
for utilitarian reasons of safety, to 
hasten its official alliance with the Vati- 
ean. In our June issue we noted the 
threatening reasons put forward by 
the Roman Catholic Bishop of Omaha 
to induce this government not to hesi- 
tate any longer to do so. Justice Her- 
bert A. O’Brien of New York has since 
added his plea to that of Bishop Ryan. 
In a two-column dissertation to the 
New York Times of June 23, he chides 
Dr. Gilbert O. Nations, formerly editor 
of the Fellowship Forum, for daring to 
disagree with the bishop’s thesis. He 
says in conclusion: 


‘‘Has not the time arrived for the 
peace-loving American people to con- 
sider how advantageously our nation 
may enjoy, with the other great nations 
of the world, a harmonious relation 
with this age-old international entity 






























so as to give greater strength and scope 
to these ideals. Shall we continue to ig- 
nore its existence while the civilized na- 
tions [Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy, 
Franco Spain, Salazar’s Portugal et 
al.] continue their age-long active deal- 
ings with it? Why not a fresh point of 
view ?”’ 

This is the same Catholic Justice 
O’Brien whom we quoted in a recent 
issue as applauding Hitler’s conquests 
as a justifiable revenge of history, and 
as the only means for a return to a con- 
federation of Catholic-controlled states 


of Europe. 
3S 


CRUSHING THE GALLIC SPIRIT 


RANCE-—liberal, tolerant, Repub- 

lican France, the France of Rous- 
seau, Voltaire, Anatole France, Victor 
Hugo, Zola, ex-priests Renan and Loisy 
—has been liquidated and made a sat- 
ellite of the Rome-Berlin axis. What 
the Nazi-Fascists styled ‘‘ Masonic-Jud- 
aic, pluto-democratie France,’’ has 
ceased to exist. Its liberal, humanitarian 
influence, for the present, has been lost 
to the world. Its tricolor, which sym- 
bolized its motto of Liberty, Equality, 
Fraternity, has been replaced by the 
Swastika of Nazi Germany. It is not 
without significance that all of those 
mentioned above, and who will always 
be associated with France’s beneficent 
influence, were, and will remain, the 
target of Roman Catholic opposition. 


France’s idea of liberty is rooted in 
its traditional Gallicanism, which has 
always resisted ultramontanism — the 
encroaching authoritarianism of Rome 
beyond the Alps. It is that ‘‘natural 
liberty,’’ Greek by inspiration, which 
has made France the bulwark against 
Rome’s despotisms in religious and 
civil affairs of Europe. 
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‘CHRISTIAN’ EFFRONTERY 


NCREASE of anti-Semitism and a 

more Christian Front 
movement, was the prediction made by 
Father Coughlin as the aftermath of 
the trial and acquittal of his followers 
who were accused of conspiring to 
overthrow the Government. ‘‘The re- 
sult of this,’’ he said, ‘‘will be that 
the general Christian Front movement 
will emerge more vigorous and potent 
than ever.”’ 


vigorous 


The Catholie press was jubilant over 
the outcome of the trial. The Jesuit 
weekly America gloated over the fact 
that it had warned Mr. Hoover and 
his FBI that the ‘‘heavier villains of 
the piece’’ were those of the ‘‘ Jewish 
Front’’ and that ‘‘the fireworks he 
had set off in New York have lighted 
the way for their escape.’’ After the 
trial, the Catholic Brooklyn Tablet ad- 
dressed a long appeal to the U. S. At- 
torney General ‘‘to make a thorough 
investigation of the case in the hope 
that some of the conspirators or plot- 
ters might be unearthed.’’ The Tablet 
has no doubt who these real conspira- 
tors and plotters were. ‘‘In summing 
up,’’ it tells the Attorney General, ‘‘the 
defense frankly stated some Jewish 
organizations had cooked up the entire 


case.’’ 
8 


HISTORY REVERSED 


ITLER has mentioned Westphalia 

as his choice of the place to hold 

his victorious peace conference that 
will impose his plans for a New Order 
in Europe. We refer our readers to the 
article ‘‘Tolerance Forever Condem- 
ned’’ in the May issue of THE CONVERT- 
ED CaTHo.ic.' Therein will be found the 





1p. 5. 
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wording of the very explicit decree of 
Pope Innocent X condemning, then 
and for all future time, the agreements 
of the famous Peace of Westphalia in 
1648, which solemnly established peace 
and tolerance between the Protestant 
and Catholic peoples of Europe. The 
Peace of Westphalia was the legal 
starting point of the blessings of post- 
Reformation Europe. From that time 
till the rise of Nazi-Fascism in our day, 
Europe and the Americas have pro- 
gressed increasingly towards human 
understanding, more Christian broth- 
erhood and tremendous material and 
scientific prosperity. Roman Catholic 
leadership during those three hundred 
years, on the other hand, has done 
everything possible to carry out Pope 
Innocent’s brutal decree nullifying the 
mutually beneficial stipulations of that 
peace pact. Intransigent, Jesuit-led 
Catholicism pitted all its forces against 
it. The success of Nazi-Fascism is the 
culmination of its destructive efforts. 


What Hitler aims to do is to put the 
clock of Europe back three hundred 
years, to force the Protestant and lib- 
eral nations of Europe to their knees 
at Westphalia and tear up its famous 
guarantees of humanity and tolerance 
which they entered into with the Cath- 
olic princes of that time—in spite of, 
and against the most totally condemna- 
tory of all decrees of a pope of Rome. 
If he succeeds he will be carrying out 
to the letter every word of the decree 
of Pope Innocent X, who ordered that 
none of the sworn guarantees of peace 
and tolerance of the first Peace of 
Westphalia were ever to be adhered to, 
that all of these guarantees must, for 
all time, be considered as ‘‘null, void, 
invalid, iniquitous, unjust, damnable, 


reprobate, inane, and altogether lack- 
ing in force.”’ 

If facts mean anything, and since 
external protestations of loyalty on the 
part of suspected Fifth Columnists do 
not fit in with facts, then no well-mean- 
ing American can afford to dissociate 
the political aims of the Roman Catho- 
lie Church from the machinations of 
Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini. 


PROTESTANT DEMOCRACY 
MUST SURVIVE 


S THIS IS WRITTEN, the fate of 

Protestant England hangs in the 
balance. As in past crises, its people 
are praying and quoting the Bible. But 
even though the outcome be defeat in 
the battle of arms, the battle of the 
spirit of free peoples will continue and 
cannot be lost. Arrayed against that 
Protestant spirit of tolerance and free- 
dom are the forces of medieval tyran- 
ny, the traditional foe of the Reforma- 
tion and its effects on the world for 
the past four centuries. Total armed 
might may devastate countries where 
free peoples dwell, but that democratic, 
Protestant, Masonic spirit of tolerance, 
fellowship, humanitarianism, freedom, 
reason and free intelligence—of true 
Christianity—will survive. For that is 
God’s. 


WITHIN one week of Italy’s declar- 
ation of war on Britain and France, 
the bishops of Italy sent the following 
message to Mussolini: 

“May the sure victory of our arms 
gloriously place the Italian flag on 
the Holy Sepulchre, and vindicate the 
glory and rights of the House of 


Savoy, restorer of harmony amongst 
civilized people of Imperial Christian 
Rome.” 
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ROMAN CATHOLICS IN A DEMOCRACY 


OW does Roman Catholicism—a 

totalitarian Church, an ecclesias- 
tical dictatorship—contrive to exist 
and function on the democratic soil 
of America? Roman Catholics them- 
selves have a very hazy notion about 
the constitution of their church. They 
think it exists and functions in this 
country more or less in the same man- 
ner as the churches of Protestant de- 
nominations, Nothing, however, is far- 
ther from the fact. In the official 
Catholic view, Protestantism is regard- 
ed as lacking any real legal right 
to exist as a Christian Church. It is 
considered the betrayer of Christi- 
anity and having no claim therefore 
to represent Christianity among the 
nations. The chief reasons for this atti- 
tude are because of Protestantism’s 
toleration of all creeds, and because of 
its relationship to civil authority. The 
Catholic Church insists that there must 
be only one true church, that it must 
be intolerant of all those who differ 
from it, and that it must be superior 
to all civil authority. It teaches and 
holds to this as tenaciously in demo- 
cratic America as elsewhere. 


The very existence of Protestant 
churches is due to the repudiation of 
these claims of the Catholic Church at 
the time of the Reformation. And be- 
cause our mode of life and government 
in the United States is based upon 
Protestant tradition, these claims of 
the Catholic Church have never been, 
and never can be admitted while our 
democracy lasts. Admission of these 
claims would mean control of all social, 
political and religious affairs by the 
Church of Rome. Catholic spokesmen 
tell us that the denial of this control 
to their Church is responsible for the 
many evils of modern life, and they 
lay the blame for these evils at the door 


of Protestantism as the destroyer of 
Catholic authority in civie life. As 
Monsignor Fulton J. Sheen, preaching 
in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, puts it: 

“The sorry mess of things that has been 
made in the world today must be laid at 
the door of Martin Luther and his asso- 
ciates, and is the logical conclusion of that 
glorified individualism which the Reforma- 
tion canonized as freedom.’’! 

Roman Catholicism is the only 
Church system predicated and consti- 
tuted upon its own world culture and 
with ready-made instrumentalities for 
total church government. Prayer and 
worship are secondary in its conception 
of what a Christian Church should be. 
It is firmly convinced and teaches that, 
at the coming of Jesus Christ, the nat- 
ural order of government theretofore 
existing was changed; that thence- 
forth, by God’s direct command, man- 
kind was to be ruled by the dual sov- 
ereignty of the Bishop of Rome and 
the civil state—the latter subservient 
to the former. Its conception of itself 
is rooted in this idea of dual suprem- 
acy—itself and the civil state—Pope 
and Emperor. Its constitution claims 
for Roman Catholicism essential exist- 
ence as a perfect major juristic person- 
ality, or legal entity, independent of, 
and superior to, all kinds of civil gov- 
ernment.” 

This means that, in every country, it 
assumes a supremacy over the entire 
range of idealistic associations involved 
in all civie action and relation. Idealis- 
tie associations are those which exist 
for the conduct of the spiritual, intel- 
lectual, religious, moral and cultural 
interests of men in social life. They 
concern religious worship, education, 
art, literature, press, radio and movies, 
everything that has to do with marri- 





1N. Y. Herald-Tribune, Feb. 24, 1934. 
2 Cf. Canon 100 of its Coder Juris Canon- 
ici. 
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age and domestic life, property rights 
and social legislation. The democratic 
state, which came out of the Reforma- 
tion, has kept all these apart from the 
control of any one religious body. This 
is what separation of state and church 
really means. The tremendous progress 
made in all these fields during the past 
four hundred years is proof of the wis- 
dom of the democratic way. And since 
commerce and business depend directly 
upon these idealistic associations, it can 
be said that there is no limit to the 
range of control claimed by Catholi- 
cism in the affairs of nations and in- 
dividuals. Pope Leo XIII, in his en- 
eyclical Immortale Dei, warns the na- 
tions: 

“Those who exercise sovereignty must 
not so act as to compel the Church to he- 
come subservient or subject to them, or 
to hamper her liberty, or to despoil her in 


any way of the other privileges conferred 
upon her by Jesus Christ.” 


And the late Pope Pius XI (Encyl. 
Quas Primas) : 

“The Church which was established by 
God as a perfect society cannot but demand 
as her right, a right she cannot renounce, 


full liberty and independence of the civil 
power.” 


And in his eneyelical Ubi Arcano, he 
says: 

“The sacred sovereignty of the Pope must 
not be, nor must it ever appear to be, sub- 


ject to any human authority or law what- 
soever.” 


Pope Leo XIII went so far as to in- 
cite a country’s people to rebel against 
its government if it enacts laws inimi- 
eal to the interests of the Catholic 
Church. In his encyclical Sapientiae 
Christianae he says: 

“If the laws of the State are manifestly 
at variance with the divine law, contain- 
ing enactments hurtful to the Church. . . 


then truly, to resist becomes a positive 
duty, to obey, a crime.” 


It is in the light of these pronouncee- 
ments that events in Mexico and Spain 


must be regarded in order to be fully 
understood. These are ‘‘Catholic’’ 
countries which formerly recognized 
the independent juristic status of the 
Catholic Church. After they became 
Republics, their new Constitutions, 
patterned upon that of the United 
States, denied this claim of the Church 
cf Rome, thereby effecting the separa- 
tion of the State from the Church, and 
decreeing equality and freedom for all 
religious denominations. Because of 
this, the Catholic Church considered 
itself justified in aiding the overthrow 
of their Republican form of govern- 
ment. 


i 


Catholic legal authorities in the 
United States are in accord with their 
Chureh in this matter. When the 
church-state conflict was at its height 
in Mexico, Cardinal Hayes employed 
the late Mr. William D. Guthrie, Presi- 
dent of the New York Bar Association, 
as counsel to the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy in the United States on the Mex- 
ican situation. He rendered his opinion 
that the Catholic Chureh was not le- 
gally subject to Article 130 of the Mex- 
ican Constitution®. He even went fur- 
ther to state that this holds true in all 
countries and that the denial of it vio- 
lates international law: 

“This denial to the Roman Catholic 
Church of juristic entity or personality vio- 
lates international law among all civilized 
nations under principles of universal ac- 
ceptance both in the law of Continental 


Europe and in the common law of Eng- 
land.”’4 


If this is true, then the Roman Catholic 
Church would be also justified in en- 
couraging the overthrow of the govern- 
ment of the United States. For its claim 
to be a separate legal entity is not rec- 
ognized within our federal jurisdiction. 


Nor can it ever be admitted, as long 





8 This Article states “The law recognizes 
no juridical personality in religious insti- 
tutions known as Churches.” 

4Cf. New York Times, Dec. 5, 1926. 








8 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


as our democracy lasts, that the Catho- 
lie Chureh is competent to establish, 
and function through, its own ecclesi- 
astical entities, or legal personalities, 
in order to control matters involving 
civil action and relation—marriage, ed- 
uecation, art and culture, movies, radio, 
etc. [It does so, however, to a great ex- 
tent, by means of pressure methods and 
boyeott. But its action is entirely un- 
warranted and at variance with the 
principles of American law and its 
guarantees of freedom for these ideal- 
istic associations. In this matter, Ro- 
man Catholicism: is ideologically as 
much subversive of the government of 
the United States as Communism. Both 
are supranationalisms crossing all 
frontiers, one with its center of opera- 
tions in the Vatican, the other in the 
Kremlin, working in, throughout, and 
above all nations. It would make impos- 
sible the continuance of a free electoral 
state. With Catholicism in control of 
the free associations that go to make 
up the civil and religious life of this 
country, there would be then only one 
way that education, marriage, religious 
worship, the press, the movies and 
radio, ete., could funection—that is the 
Roman Catholie way. It already teaches 
that way in 10,000 Catholic institutions 
controlling the education of 3,000,000 
of this nation’s youth. That way is also 
preached from as many more pulpits 
to nearly one-fifth of the country’s pop- 
ulation. 


With this extra-legal control of re- 
ligious and ecivie affairs, however, Ro- 
man Catholicism in this country is far 
from content. The Faculty of Law at 
the Catholic University in Washington, 
D. C., puts it plainly when it approves 
the following as the ultimate aim of the 
Church: 


“The recognition of the Church’s right to 
function through purely canonical moral 
persons, established and existing independ- 
ently of the civil authority, is the ideal ar- 
rangement and the plan to which alone 


Catholic theology can give unqualified as- 
sent.’’5 


These claims of the Catholic Church 
were advanced against the principles 
of ‘American law after the transfer of 
the Philippines and Puerto Rico from 
the Spanish Crown to the federal jur- 
isdiction of the United States. Presi- 
dent Taft, when Governor of the Phil- 
ippines, put the matter bluntly as fol- 
lows to Pope Leo XIII when he visited 
him at the Vatican: 

“The transfer of sovereignty and all gov- 
ernmental property rights and interests 
from the Crown of Spain to the United 
States, in the Phillippine Islands, con- 
tained in the Treaty of Paris, was a trans- 
fer from a government, between which and 
the Church of Rome there has been in those 
Islands the closest association in property, 
religion, and politics, to a@ government 
which, by the very law of its being, is abso- 
lutely prevented from having such associa- 
tions with any Church.” 


President Quezon, also, by his veto 
of the measure which would have per- 
mitted the teaching of the Catholic re- 
ligion in the publie schools in the Phil- 
ippines, acted in perfect accord with 
our democratic denial of independent 
juristic status to the Roman Catholic 
Church within the federal jurisdiction 
of the United States. 

L. H. L 


Next month a second article on this 
topic will give particulars as to the 
method of incorporating and financ- 
ing the Catholic Church in this coun- 
try. 

e 


Every new subscription helps our mag- 
azine and our work at Christ’s Mission 
in behalf of priests who have turned from 
the Roman priesthood to join with us 
in the defense of our liberation and rights 
as children of a loving God. 





5 The Canonical Juristic Personality, with 
special reference to its status in the United 
States of America, by Brendan F. Brown, 
AB., LL.M., J.U.L., with imprimatur of the 
Archbishop of Baltimore; p. 196. 
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RUMANIA ROMANIZED 


UMANIA, storm center of the Bal- 

kan problem, has been much in the 
news of late. England has lost the 
struggle to save this and other Balkan 
nations from the grip of the Rome- 
Berlin axis. In our June issue we called 
attention to the part played by the 
British bishops and the Vatican in this 
Battle of the Balkans. Long before this 
war there were signs, and a hope, that 
the Greek Orthodox Churches of Chris- 
tendom would ally themselves with 
English Protestantism, and thus stem 
the tide of Vatican aggression which 
aimed to foree the ancient Byzantine 
Christians under the domination of 
Rome. The British bishops failed, and 
the Vatican has won. The Balkans have 
been corralled, with the rest of Europe, 
into what will be a new Holy Roman 
Empire. The Greek Orthodox Church 
will become just another jewel in the 
Pope’s tiara. 


There were signs of Rumania’s sub- 
mission to ecclesiastical and fascist 
Rome as early as February of this 
year, when General Teofilo Sidorovich, 
leader of Rumanian Youth, visited the 
Pope as representative of King Carol. 
Although the Patriarch of Constantin- 
ople is recognized as supreme head of 
the Greek Orthodox Church by the 
Rumanians, on this occasion General 
Sidorovich officially saluted the Pope 
as ‘‘the leader of all Christians.’’ A 
dispatch from Rome to the New York 
Times of March 4, states that Vatican 
authorities accepted this as in accord 
with special instructions given by King 
Carol to General Sidorovich. This dis- 
patch goes on to say: 


“Considerable meaning is also attached to 
the fact that the civil authorities of the 
Tinis region are understood recently to 
have greeted the [Roman] Catholic Bishop 
of Lugos, Mgr. John Balan, by exhorting 
the Holy Ghost ‘who comes from the Father 
and the Son’ to bestow his blessing on him. 
Unlike the Roman Catholics, the Greek Or- 


thodox believe that the Holy Ghost comes 
from the Father only. On that occasion the 
Tinis authorities, it was pointed out, ‘ac- 
cepted the Roman Catholic belief’”’. 

The dispatch also points to a state- 
ment of Professor Nicholas Iorga, Roy- 
al Counselor to the Orthodox Bishop 
cf Bucharest, that ‘‘Rumania needs 
the Pope.’’ Vatican circles are also 
credited with the report that Profes- 
sor Iorga stated that ‘‘Catholicism is 
not against Rumania’s national laws 
and customs.’’ 

Thus, in Rumania as elsewhere, the 
Rome-Berlin axis did not act alone. 
The way was first prepared by the 
Vatican’s political agents. 


VATICAN-PORTUGESE 
CONCORDAT 


a are the Vatican’s 
modern means of effecting union 
of the Catholic Church and the civil 
state. We have already pointed out* 
that papal concordats can only be effec- 
tively entered into with fascist total- 
itarian regimes. This is due to the 
fact that such concordats require se- 
erecy, and recognition of the Catholic 
Church as a perfect juridical entity 
with power to establish minor associa- 
tions of a like legal nature. They can- 
not be entered into with democratic 
governments which must conduct such 
negotiations in the open, and ask ap- 
proval of a free elective body. 

The Vatican-Portugese Concordat, 
signed on May 7, and ratified by Sala- 
zar’s dictatorial regime on June 1, is a 
ease in point. Article I, as required, 
‘*recognizes the juridical personality 
of the Catholic Church in Portugal.’’ 
Article II ‘‘guarantees to the Church 
free exercise of her authority within 
the sphere of her competency, and un- 
hampered action within her sphere of 





* See, The Converted Catholic, May, 1940, 
pp. 17-18 
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jurisdiction.’’ Article III grants to the 
Church ‘‘freedom to form associations 
that conform to Canon Law, and rec- 
ognizes also their juridical personal- 
ity.’’ Other articles authorize restora- 
tion of church property ; exemption of 
the Church and all its associations from 
general and local taxes; state support 
for Catholic schools; the teaching of 
the Catholic religion in schools, and 
that education in public schools be ori- 
ented by the principles of Roman Cath- 
olic Christian doctrine and morals. Ar- 
ticle XXIV recognizes Canon Law mar- 
riages and prohibits divorce to those 
contracting canonical marriages. 


By the very law of its being, as for- 
mer President Taft pointed out to Pope 
Leo XIII, the United States Govern- 
ment is prevented from having such 
relations with any Chureh. Yet, all the 
efforts of Roman Catholic agents in 
this country are directed to this end. 
And since such relations could only be 
established by concordat between the 
Vatican and the United States Govern- 
ment after a change of that govern- 
ment from a democratic to a dictatorial 
form, it is only natural that the Catho- 
lie Church in this country should help 
every step toward such a change. 


PRIESTS AND POLICEMEN 


YPICAL of inspired propaganda 

accorded the Roman Catholic 
Church in the metropolitan press of 
New York, is the account in the Times 
of July 1, of the first mass sung in St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral by ‘‘ Father Dan’’ 
Gleason, a former policeman. Pictures 
and whole columns told in detail how 
Commissioner Valentine and other high 
ranking officers of the City Police De- 
partment, 3,500 uniformed policemen 
and many prelates and priests of the 
Church attended the mass and the re- 
ception afterwards in the Hotel Astor. 


Uniformed policemen served as aco- 
lytes at the mass, and the preacher for 
the occasion was the Most Rev. John 
F. O’Hara, Auxiliary Bishop for the 
Catholic armed forees of the United 
States. It is also reported that Protes- 
tant and Jewish societies were repre- 
sented in the line of march of the pro- 
cession from the Cathedral to the Ho- 
tel Astor. 


Recalling other appointments of for- 
mer policemen to posts in public life, 
Commissioner Valentine stated that he 
had been in the Department thirty- 
seven years ‘‘and this is the greatest 
day I have seen, and I am sure you 
feel as I do.’’ ‘‘Father Dan’’ himself 
summed it all up by saying that he had 
left the police organization to join ‘‘the 
greatest organization in the world.’’ 
The Jesuit Father Aloysius Hogan, 
dean of Georgetown University Grad- 
uate School and former president of 
Fordham University, was also there, 
and told the story of the way this po- 
liceman was made into a priest. 


It is by such means that the Roman 
Church organization, a minority reli- 
gious group in American life, attains 
its power and prestige. No such bally- 
hoo could be had for a priest who be- 
comes a Protestant minister, or for any- 
one, from any walk of life, who is con- 
verted to true Christianity. Nor would 
it be necessary. True greatness shines 
out from individual souls, and the true 
work of Christ does not need alliance 
with the New York City Police Depart- 
ment or a _ powerful international 
chureh organization. 


Like the publicity given to the ‘‘con- 
version’’ of Henry Ford 2nd and his 


marriage to a socially prominent Cath- 
olie girl, this propaganda work of the 
Roman Church is what Jesus Christ 
warned against as ‘‘the wisdom of the 
children of this world,’’ and is not the 
true wisdom of ‘‘the children of light.’’ 
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WHICH CHURCH SAVES? 


By Rev. Curis D1 Pietro, Tx.D. 


UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR has 

asked if it is true that the Roman 
Catholic Church teaches that it is the 
only true Church, outside of which no 
one can be saved. He says he has met 
Catholic people who deny that their 
Church teaches this. 

Before I state the authenticated 
teaching of the Roman Church on this 
matter, let me, as a true Christian, 
give my own answer to the above ques- 
tion. It is, that no church saves ; neither 
the Roman, the Greek Orthodox, nor 
any Protestant Church can in any way 
save the soul of a man. Jesus Christ 
alone saves. 

The answer to the question from the 
Roman Catholic point of view can be 
found in any text-book of Catholie the- 
ology. It has been defined by many 
eouneils of the Roman Chureh as an 
article of faith. The Rev. C. Vidmar, 
for instance, in his Theologiae Dog- 
maticae Compendtum, states: ‘‘ Extra 
ecclestam Catholicam non est salus’’ 
(‘‘Outside the Catholic Chureh there 
is no salvation’’). To prove his state- 
ment he quotes the decree of the Fourth 
Lateran Council: ‘‘Una est fideliwm 
universalis ecclesia, extra quam nullus 
omnino salvatur’’ (*‘There is only one 
universal Church of the faithful, out- 
side of which no one can in any way 
be saved.’’). 

It is hardly necessary for me to point 
out that when a pope or other Cath- 
olie speaks of ‘‘the Church’’, ‘‘the 
Catholic Church’’, ‘‘ universal Church”’ 
ete., he means the Roman Church. Pope 
Pius IX, for instance, in his Alloca- 
tion Singulari Quadam, puts it clearly 
when he says: ‘‘ By faith we know that 
outside the Apostolic Roman Church 
none can be saved; this is the only ark 


of salvation ; he who has not entered in- 
to it will perish in the deluge.’’ 


Protestants may wonder how this 
teaching can be reconciled with the gos- 
pel teaching of Jesus Christ and his 
Apostles. It is done by an ingenious 
twisting of the Scripture truth, as is 
the case in most doctrines taught by the 
Chureh of Rome. They point to Acts 
4:12, which says: ‘‘There is no other 
name under heaven given to men where- 
by they can be saved’’, and to Christ’s 
saying that ‘‘I am the way, the truth, 
and the life. No man cometh to the 
Father but by Me.’’ But the Roman 
Chureh boldly teaches elsewhere that 
the Pope is identified with Jesus Christ, 
that he is the Vicar of Christ on earth, 
and the mouthpiece of Almighty God. 
They argue, therefore, that only the 
Roman Church ean save you, and that 
the Pope of Rome is ‘‘the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life’’ for all men on 
earth. 

There is just one slight way of es- 
eape from this teaching, to allow a few 
outsiders to get to heaven. Roman theo- 
logians state that a few fortunate non- 
Catholics may be saved, if they are and 
always remain ‘‘in invincible ignor- 
ance’’, through no fault of their own, of 
the teaching of the Roman Church, and 
provided they remain all their lives 
without sinning. These few are called 
‘‘invisible’’ members of the Roman 
Church, since it is argued that, if they 
once came to know the truth, they would 
immediately join up with the Church 
of Rome. 


But what then is the true Church of 
Christ ? Our answer is: the true Church 
is the whole body of believers in Christ ; 
it is composed of Christ, who is the 
only Head, and all the members joined 
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to him by the spirit. The Roman Cath- 
olic Catechism says ‘‘The Church is the 
congregation of all those who profess 
the same faith, partake of the same sac- 
raments, and are governed by their law- 
ful pastor under one visible Head (the 
Pope) ’’. They say the Chureh of Christ 
is composed of the Pope, bishops and 
priests who teach, and of the laity who 
are taught. Christ himself is pushed in- 
to the background and cannot be seen 
because of the immensity of the great 
visible organization of the Church it- 
self. 


To us who have come to the true 
knowledge of Christ and his teaching, 
salvation is not a religion to profess, 
not a Church to join, not a creed to ac- 
cept. One may have all these and yet 
be without salvation. Salvation, in the 
true Christian meaing of the word, is 
deliverance from judgment and eman- 
cipation from sin. It is a known and 
enjoyed sense of justification from the 
guilt of sin and the claims of the law. 
It was for this end that Jesus Christ 
came into the world. The word first 
uttered by the angel who announced 
his birth on the plains of Bethlehem 
was : ‘‘Unto you is born a Savior, which 
is Christ the Lord’’. 


A RHETORICAL QUESTION 


AS TO whether the views and 
statements of the priest Coughlin 
are to be accepted as his own or 
those of his Church, a reader sub- 
mits the following: 


If the Grand Master of the Grand 
Encampment of Knights Templar 
were to don his full regalia and be 
photographed and publicized in news 
and magazine articles delivering ad- 
dresses of a political and controver- 
sial nature, would Catholics accept 
his statements as his own personal 
views or those of Freemasonry? 








A PRIEST MAKES APPEAL 


PRIEST, still in good standing 

and officiating in the priesthood 
in Canada, has asked our help to enable 
him to leave and find a job in the world 
of ordinary men. He is one of many 
who thus appeal to us. With his per- 
mission we quote the following from 
his correspondence with us, in the hope 
that interest in a case of this kind may 
induce some of our readers to help. For 
obvious reasons, all names are omitted 
which might give a clue to ill-intention- 
ed persons who could thus discover and 
harm such a man. From a letter of 
June 16, is the following: 


“Dear Dr. Lehmann: 


I have just received your letter and wish 
to thank you for your kindness. I under- 
stand and appreciate everything you say. 
If I had not thought the way out a hard 
and difficult one, I would have gone long 
ago. I do know it is hard, especially now, 
to make a living or start a new life. 


Without waiting to hear from you again 
as to what you advise, I would like to tell 
you what I have done in the way of pre- 
paring to take the step out of the priest- 
hood. I have, for instance, taken a course 
and graduated from a Detective Training 
School. .. They claimed that their course 
would give access to a job in detective 
work which pays well. On the other hand, 
I have been told that such a course does 
not amount to much, as most detectives 
must have had experience in police work. 
Anyway I have tried. Besides this, I have 
experience in gardening, beekeeping and 
poultry raising, and I would be glad to 
hear of anyone who might be able to offer 
me a permanent job in those lines. . .” 


Although, for ethical reasons, we do 
not consider it proper to interfere with 
priests while under the jurisdiction of 
their church, the least we can do is to 
offer advice and obtain all help possible 
for a priest who is sincere in his mo- 
tives for leaving the priesthood. In this 
instance we requested this priest to 
state his reasons for leaving, and es- 
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pecially to let us know his views on 
religion and the Christian way of sal- 
vation. We received the following re- 
ply, which may surprise many of our 
readers. But to us who were once 
priests ourselves, it is not surprising 
to learn that Catholic priests have so 
little real interest and experience in 
the matter of the salvation of their own 
souls and those of their people. It is 
usually after they have broken com- 
pletely with the priesthood that ex- 
priests come to know and experience 
what Christianity really is and what it 
really means. This priest says: 


“As to the reasons that urge me to leave 
the priesthood, they are not primarily theo- 
logical or spiritual. I may have already 
told you that I never really wanted to be 
a priest; I was too weak to resist the 
pressure from my family. But I have suf- 
fered much because of that weakness in 
the beginning. The real reason why I wish 
to leave is that I have always wanted to 
live a normal life among normal people, 
and not to be shut up from the world... 
I am tired of being looked upon as a freak, 
without normal] feelings. I am a man and 
I feel like one. I want liberty to do inter- 
esting work, to have a family of my own 
and all the good things that a man is en- 
titled to. That is the principal reason why 
I want to change. Later I may see, as you 
say, that there is another way to look at re- 
ligion and the Christian way of Salvation. 
But to be frank, I have not actually any 
precise views in that direction, and am in- 
terested chiefly in the practical side of life. 
But I do not want you to think that I have 
lost all faith, though at times I wonder 
what good is a faith you cannot live up to. 


I have faith, and cannot think that there is 
not some way in which faith and @ prac- 
tical, normal life may be reconciled. . .” 


It must be admitted that this is a 
courageous and honest statement of a 
soul that is seeking a way out of the 
false and unnatural position in which 
the Church of Rome places its priests. 
We trust that he may find peace for 
his soul, and that true Christian faith 
which certainly can be reconciled with 
a practical, normal life. 


IF ANY OF OUR READERS CAN 
HELP THIS MAN OUT, WILL YOU 
PLEASE LET US KNOW AT ONCE. 
IF A JOB IN THE UNITED STATES 
WERE OFFERED HIM, EVEN AT 
BEE-KEEPING OR GARDENING, 
HE WOULD BE PERMITTED TO 
COME FROM CANADA, OF 
WHICH HE IS A NATURALIZED 
CITIZEN. 


CHRIST’S MISSION NOTES 


SERVICES at Christ’s Mission will 
be resumed on Sunday, September 8, 
at 3:30 P.M., and every Sunday there- 
after at the same hour. The preaching 
of the Gospel to Roman Catholics is a 
special work of Christ’s Mission, and a 
fruitful year of this work is anticipat- 
ed. The aim is not to make a person a 
Christian, but truly Christian—Christ- 
like and Saved. 


CHRIST’S MISSION—Form of Bequest 


I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, incorporated in the State of 


New York, the sum of $ 
poses of said Mission. 


to be applied to the uses and pur- 


(However, Bis dat qui cito dat—‘‘ He gives double 
who gives immediately ’’.) 
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TESTIMONIES OF CONVERTED CATHOLICS 


1.—MY AWAKENING 


By Haronup GerRLacH 


HIS IS an account of my exper- 

ience, the release of my soul from 
the bondage of sin, and the assurance 
of eternal life. 

This change in my life began some 
time ago when I was away from home. 
I had oceasion to talk with a man whose 
assurance of eternal life was outstand- 
ing. He showed me that he received this 
assurance from the teachings of Jesus 
Christ as found in the Holy Bible. This 
caused me to examine myself in the 
light of my faith in the teachings of the 
Roman Catholic Church. I began to 
read the Word of God as found in the 
Gospel, and was at once confronted 
with many things in the teachings and 
life of Christ which weakened my faith 
in the Church of Rome. 


I found that before Christ died on 
the cross, he said to the robber who was 
crucified with him and who had asked 
Christ to remember him when he came 
into his kingdom: ‘‘ Verily I say unto 
thee, today shalt thou be with me in 
Paradise.’’— Luke 23:43. Why, then, 
should I be condemned by a doctrine 
of the Roman Catholic Church to suf- 
fer for my sins in purgatory, or pay 
for them by works in this world, when 
Christ promised the robber that he 
would be in Paradise that very day, for 
he had no time to pay for his sins in 
any way? I asked a Roman Catholic 
priest about this, but found that he 
had no answer to give me. He told me 
that I was supposed to accept the doc- 
trine of purgatory even if the Roman 
Church had no proof of it; he even ad- 
mitted that there is no direct, conclus- 
ive reference made in the Bible to such 
a place. 


I found further that the plan of sal- 
vation by our works, as taught by the 
Roman Church, is directly against 
every parable and lesson taught by 
Jesus, the Christ. I found that the Rom- 
an Catholic version of the Bible also 
condemned the idea that I could ob- 
tain salvation by my works as clearly 
as the Protestant version. I thus real- 
ized that it was not a mere matter of 
different translations, but a question 
of acceptance or non-acceptance of the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. Christ defi- 
nitely says in Mark 16:16: ‘‘He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be sav- 
ed’’. 

In this assurance of Jesus there is 
a real and sure promise of eternal life. 
The Roman Chureh cannot promise 
eternal life to anyone; for in its plan 
of salvation by works, no one ever 
knows when God is satisfied. The Gos- 
pel, however, teaches that God is com- 
pletely satisfied for our sins by the 
death of Jesus on the cross. Our way 
to heaven, then, is a free gift which can 
only come to us through Jesus Christ 
himself. 


The truths of the Scripture kept com- 
ing up in my mind from time to time. 
It was not easy for me to come to the 
realization of the fact that I had been 
adhering to a form of religion that was 
contrary to the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. I found that my works toward 
my salvation were accounted as noth- 
ing in the sight of God. In Gal. 2:16, I 
read : ‘‘ Knowing that a man is not just- 
ified by the works of the law, but by 
the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have 
believed in Jesus Christ, that we might 
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be justified by the faith of Christ, and 
not by the works of the law: for by the 
works of the law no flesh shall be justi- 
fied.’’ And again in Eph. 2:8, 9, I read: 
‘‘For by grace you are saved through 
faith, and that not of yourself; it is a 
gift of God, not of works, lest any man 
boast.” I found countless other pas- 
sages in the Bible where Christ tells me 
that he paid for my sins. There is, then, 
no place for the doctrine of purgatory 
if I am to believe the Word of God. 

I was finally led by the grace of God 
from the false teachings of the Church 
of Rome. The assurance that one’s sins 
are all paid for, and the promise of the 
Word of God who says: ‘‘He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved’’, 
ought surely lead everyone away from 
the false teachings of the Chureh of 
Rome. 


For the sincere Roman Catholic, the 


hope of salvation is surely not very en- 
couraging. The thought that maybe 
one’s good works and penances may not 
be sufficient, is surely not consoling. 
Yet the Word of God tells us that we 
are sure of our salvation through the 
justification of Jesus Christ, whose 
death on the cross paid for all our 
sins and earned eternal life for all who 
believe in him. 

I would to God that all Roman Cath- 
olies would read and believe the Word 
of God and thus come to the light of sal- 
vation. ‘‘For the Word of God is quick 
and powerful and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and of the 
joints and marrows, and is a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart.’’—Heb. 4:12. 


(Published in tract form by the Board 
of Book Mission, Norwegian Lutheran 
Church of America). 


2.—“*YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN” 


By Joun A. KLepar 


WAS BORN of Roman Catholic 

parents, in Passaic, New Jersey, 
May 21, 1898, and was baptized with 
water, salt and oil nine days after by 
priest J. Kaskovits. The teaching of the 
Roman Church is that if a child dies 
before baptism it cannot go to heaven, 
but is sent to a place called Limbo, and 
will never see the face of God for all 
eternity. True Christian teaching says 
that if a child dies in infancy, whether 
it is sprinkled or not, the atoning blood 
of Jesus Christ washes away the sin of 
Adam and its soul goes straight to 
heaven. 


At the age of ten I became an altar 
boy and served mass for Rev. E. A. 
Haitinger, priest of the church of the 
Assumption of the Virgin Mary. I lit 
the candles for mass, assisted the priest 


in vesting himself, shook the incense 
before the plaster of paris statues, rang 
the bell and served the water and wine 
to the priest. I recited my beads. I 
wore the scapular. I abstained from eat- 
ing meat on Fridays and other fast 
days. I confessed my sins to a priest 
and believed that he had full power to 
forgive me. I have since found out that 
all this was of no avail, that I was de- 
ceived. 

My parents wanted me to go to a 
Roman Catholic school to become a 
priest, but were unable to furnish the 
necessary money to cover my expenses. 
We lived near a Protestant church, and 
some of my friends who went to that 
church invited me to go with them. But 
I was afraid to ask my father if I might 
do so. I told them to ask my father for 
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me. They did, and to my surprise he 
consented, so I went to Protestant Sun- 
day school. I took part in the singing, 
and played the violin. God flashed the 
light of salvation into my soul. I began 
to read the Bible, and received more 
light. The Holy Spirit awakened me. I 
began to search the Bible for the teach- 
ings of the Roman Catholic Church. 
But I could not find them there. I look- 
ed for the doctrine of purgatory. But it 
was not in the Bible. I then began to see 
how false it was to teach that there is a 
purgatory full of poor souls burning 
there night and day, and the priest, 
with keys to this fire-box, refusing to 
let them out unless he received cash in 
advance for his prayers and masses. 
Thank God that I know now, as the 
Bible teaches: ‘‘We are not redeemed 
with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, but with the precious blood of 
Christ.’’—1 Peter, 1:18. 

I looked in the Bible for the Mother 
of God and the Rosary Beads. They 
were not there. I looked for St. Peter, 
the first Pope, but could find no such 
doctrine. I looked for holy water, in- 
zense, holy ashes, seapulars and medals. 
I looked in vain for priestly absolu- 
tion, but found only that the Gospel 
says: ‘‘Who ean forgive sins, but God 
only?’’ Mark, 2-7. In Tum. 11:5, I 
found that ‘‘There is one God and one 
Mediator between God and man, the 
man Christ Jesus.’’ Jesus Christ is now 
my priest, and he has blotted out my 
sins. 

I thank God that the Holy Spirit con- 
victed me of my lost condition as I 
read the Bible and attended Gospel 
meetings. I was fully awakened, and 
repented of my sins. I confessed my 
sins to God and called upon him to 
save me. He heard my ery, and while 
attending a revival in November 1926, 
under the preaching of Rev. H. V. Mil- 
ler, I was truly converted from the re- 
ligion of the Pope to Jesus Christ. I 
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was born again, not of blood, nor of the 
will of man, but born of God—born 
from above. I was elected to serve, 
praise and glorify God. My sins were 
all washed away, and I knew it, and 
know it now. 

Since then I have been called to sing 
and preach the Gospel of Christ. He 
has given me many souls for my hire. 

e 


AUTHORITARIANISM vs. 
SELF-GOVERNMENT 


HOMAS JEFFERSON pulled no 

punches on the above subject. In 
one of the last letters he wrote, in 
June, 1826, extolling the Declaration 
of Independence, he says: 

“May it be to the world, what I believe 
it will be (to some parts sooner, to others 
later, but finally to all), the signal arous- 
ing men to burst the chains under which 
monkish ignorance and superstition had 
persuaded them to bind themselves, and to 
assume the blessings and security of self- 
government. That form which we have 
substituted restores the free right to the 
unbounded exercise of reason and freedom 
of opinion. All eyes are opened, or opening, 
to the rights of man (and) the palpable 
truth, that the mass of mankind has not 
been born with saddles on their backs, nor 
a favored few, booted and spurred, ready 
to ride them legitimately by the grace of 
God.” 

Contrast this with the following, 
from a sermon* by Mgr. Fulton J. 
Sheen, one of Catholicism’s outstand- 
ing spokesmen : 

“The greatest need in the world today is 
for authority. There is a world of differ- 
ence between the authority we accept when 
it pleases us and the authority in which we 
trust absolutely whether it pleases us or 
not. We need something outside the world 
by which to judge the standards of the 
world, something that will be right when 
the world is wrong. Where will we find 
it? Only in that institution which has re- 
lived the life of Christ. The (Catholic) 
Church alone in history has survived the 
fall of all civilizations, and is the only 
force in the world that can be what Christ 
was—right when the world was wrong.” 


* At St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Mar. 24, 1940. 
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND THE 
CORPORATIVE STATE 


(Sixth of a Series of Articles on the Relationship of Catholicism to Nazi-Fascism) 
By L. H. LEHMANN 


FEW YEARS AGO, Americans 

considered it incredible that the 
Catholic Church could be officially in 
favor of the fascist corporative state; 
much less that it could have been in 
any way responsible for the origin and 
spread of Corporatism. They refused 
to believe that the vaunted encyclical 
Quadragesimo Anno, of Pope Pius XI, 
was an endorsement of the Nazi-fascist 
objective to discredit and destroy the 
structure of the liberal democratic 
state, and to set up, in its stead, author- 
itarian, hierarchical regimes. Yet, this 
encyclical embodied the whole aim of 
the Catholic Church for half a century 
before the rise of Fascism, namely, the 
total reconstruction of the then exist- 
ing social order on Catholic-fascist 
lines. The real title of this encyclical 
is: ‘‘On the Reconstruction of the So- 
cial Order,’’ and its plan is actually 
the ecclesiastical counterpart of the 
fascist military onslaught against lib- 
eralism and democracy. 

Americans heard Father Coughlin 
preach this for eight years, but merely 
shrugged their shoulders and took it 
for granted that his rantings were 
those of a crackpot and had nothing to 
do with the true aims and activities of 
the Catholic Church. It can now be 
seen that this plan of the Vatican, 
though camouflaged in terms to quiet 
the fears of Americans, was being car- 
ried forward officially by the Catholic 
Church in the United States as vigor- 
ously as in European countries. 

In our first issue of THe CONVERTED 
CaTHo.uic’ attention was directed to the 


1 Jan. 1940, p. 6. 





plan as published under the auspices 
of the National Catholic Welfare Con- 
ference, and signed by 131 Catholic 
prelates and noted laymen. It advo- 
cated a change in the United States 
Constitution to permit the enactment 
of the recommendations of Pope Pius 
XI into American law. It praised the 
NRA, which is now admitted as having 
been patterned on fascist corporativé 
lines*, and which was abolished by 
unanimous opinion of the U. S. Su- 
preme Court as destructive of Ameri- 
can democracy. In spite of this, how- 
ever, this plan of the Catholic Church 
says: ‘‘Had the NRA been permitted 
te continue, it could readily have de- 
veloped into the kind of industrial or- 
der recommended by the Holy Father.’’ 

So cautiously has this plan been ad- 
vanced in the United States, that it 
was not until the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy issued its pronouncement on 
‘‘The Church and the Social Order’”* 
that the press could safely headline the 
news that ‘‘The Catholic Hierarchy 
Advocates Corporative System for the 
U. 8.4 Strange to say, there was then 
no public outery. And even now, when 
patriotic Americans are turning the 
searchlight of suspicion on every sign 
of political and economic subversion, 





2Cf. John T. Flynn, in the N. Y. World- 
Telegram, July 12, 1940, where he states 
that, by the NRA, President Roosevelt, un- 
wittingly, “attempted to introduce this fea- 
ture of Fascism into our country”. 

3 Feb. 8, 1940. The N.C. W.C. called it 
“the most important utterance made by the 
Catholic hierarchy since the bishops’ pro- 
gram of reconstruction of 1919”. 


+Cf. Richmond Times Dispatch, Feb. 9, 
1940. 
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the greatest Trojan Horse of them all 
continues to tower unmolested in the 
very shadow of their searchlights. In 
newspaper offices, this Trojan Horse of 
Jesuit Catholicism is still regarded as 
the feared and untouchable ‘‘Sacred 
Cow.’’ 

The misconception that the ecorpora- 
tive system is purely an economic mat- 
ter, has blinded the American press 
and public to the real aim behind Cath- 
olicism’s advocacy of it. Corporatism 
is indeed the economie ingredient of 
Fascism. But it is also the essential ele- 
ment of Fascism, since the ecorporatives 
make a parliament or congress unneces- 
sary. For these corporatives are the 
means through which the ‘Leader’ ex- 
ercises his dictatorial will. It was pre- 
cisely because the Supreme Court 
judged that, by the NRA, Congress 
had abdicated its powers and was thus 
paving the way for Fascism, that it 
took vigorous action against it. The en- 
tire ideology of Fascism and Naziism— 
in social, economic, educational, religi- 
ous and military matters—is contained 
in the corporative system. Corporatism 
is Fascism. 

The Roman Catholic bishops, though 
cautiously, speak nonetheless as plain- 
ly in favor of Nazi-fascist ideology as 
the Catholic hierarchies of Italy, Spain 
and Germany. Like Hitler and Cough- 
lin, they start from a standpoint of 
‘*positive Christianity,’’ and eall for 
‘‘a comprehensive program for restor- 
ing Christ to His true and proper place 
in human society,’’ for ‘‘a reform of 
morals and a profound renewal of the 
Christian spirit which must precede 
the social reconstruction.’’ Implicit in 
this is the customary anti-semitie and 
fascist condemnation of the ‘‘Masonic- 
Judaic pluto-democracies’’ as resting 
upon an immoral, un-Christian founda- 
tion. These Catholic bishops also con- 
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demn strikes and free enterprise. 


It was in this same way that the Ro- 
man Catholic bishops of Italy, Spain 
and Germany supported the rise of 
Fascism and Naziism in their respective 
countries. In their pastoral letter from 
Fulda on August 30, 1936, the Catholic 
hierarchy of Germany solemnly de- 
clared to their people: 


“There is no need to speak at length of 
the task which our people and our country 
are called upon to undertake. May our 
Fuehrer, with the help of God, succeed in 
this extraordinarily difficult work .. . What 
we desire is that belief in God, as taught 
by Christianity, will not be overcome, but 
that it be universally recognized that this 
faith constitutes the sole Aryan foundation 
upon which can be built the powerful and 
victorious bulwark destined to hold back 
the forces of Bolshevism. . .” 


All doubts as to the whole-hearted 
support of Hitler’s program from the 
beginning by the Catholic hierarchy 
in Germany are cleared up by a perusal 
of the discourses and writings of Bish- 
op Aloysius Hudal, Rector of the Ger- 
man College in Rome and one of the 
closest consultors of the Holy See on 
German and Austrian affairs. In his 
book, The Fundaments of National So- 
cialism, he repeats the contents of many 
of his allocutions to the German Col- 
ony in Rome. The following is a sam- 
ple: 


“Let us see, for example, how interesting 
are some of the objectives of the National 
Socialist program; popular unity as opposed 
to everything that can disrupt; language as 
the nation’s spiritual bond; consciousness of 
Germany’s historical destiny; the sentiment 
of race consciousness; the attempt to solve 
the Jewish question; assurance of pure Ger- 
man breeding; destruction of parties; cul- 
ture of the family, and the ideal of the large 
family considered as a matter of honor and 
national pride; the militarization of the na- 
tion. . .; a new system of instruction and 
education; the corporative idea; the aristo- 
cratic principle of government by a Leader. . 
Above all, the German people are indebted 
to this spiritual movement for the slow de- 
struction of the ideology of the Rights of 
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Man, upon which the edifice of Weimar was 
founded, as well as for destruction of faith 
in formal juridical constitutions, of the 
dialectics of parliamentary procedures ... 
and of democracy”. 


In order to prove the identity of in- 
terests between Catholicism and Nazi 
Socialism, Bishop Hudal® quotes from 
the Catholic German historian, Joseph 
Lortz of Miinster, who, in his work, 
History of the Churches*, shows that 
Catholicism and Nazi-Socialism are one 
on the following points: 


“1. Both are mortal enemies of Bolshe- 
vism, Liberalism and Relativism, that is to 
say, of the three deadly maladies from 
which our age is suffering, and which fierce- 
ly attack the work of the Church. The 
essential ideas of Nazi Socialism, together 
with the principle of liberty bound to aw 
thority, correspond exactly to the ideas that 
Popes Gregory and Pius IX endeavored to 
impose upon the 19th century, in face of a 
world which called itself progressive, and 
which received their teachings with sarcas- 
tic smiles. To this is added their common 
fight against Freemasonry. 


“2. Their common fight against the God- 
less movement; against public immorality; 
against the stupid doctrine of equality, 
which is destructive of life; their fight for 
a rational and fertile structure of human 
society as desired by God, and for the cor- 
porative structure of the state as proposed 
by Popes Leo XIII and Pius XI (Quadrag- 
esimo Anno); their common fight against a 
mode of life that is unnatural and deprived 
of all healthy traditions as encountered in 
great modern cities and workmen’s locali- 
ties. 


“3. By its principle of authority and gov- 
ernment by a Leader, a principle upon 
which all national life rests, National So- 
cialism combines the German and the Cath- 
olic attitude towards human life. 


“4. Most important of all: National So- 
cialism is a confession of faith; opposing, 
as it does, unbelief and destructive doubt 
it has convinced all classes of society that 
the outlook of the believer is not, as liber- 
alism has taught, an attitude of inferiority, 
but one that carries man towards the total 


5 Op. cit. p. 236 et seq. 
6 p. 291 et seq. 


accomplishment of his destiny. And al- 
though the Catholic Church should never 
identify itself with any movement, it cannot 
afford to miss the opportunity of gratefully 
accepting the help of this powerful ally in 
the fight which she is carrying on against 
atheistic rationalism.” 

This Catholic historian calls atten- 
tion to the fact, which American ob- 
servers have failed to note, that Nazi- 
Fascism is but the outcome of events 
in which the Catholic Church has play- 
ed a decisive réle for centuries. He 
says that National-Socialism is the 
‘‘fulfilment of destiny,’’ and goes on 
to say: 

“It was born originally out of the most 
profound tendencies of the epoch, of which 
it is the crowning act. Undoubtedly, we 
now have the right to speak of an essential 
transformation, of the birth of a veritable 
new era, the accomplishments of which will 
remain. A new epoch has opened which 
will serve religion and the Church, and 
which will be extraordinarily well armed 
to carry on the fight against atheism.” 


This, and much more, is quoted by 
Bishop Hudal to prove the fundamen- 
tal identity of the aims and purposes 
of Catholicism and Nazi-Socialism. The 
Catholic bishops in the United States 
cannot afford to be as frank in support- 
ing Nazi-fasecist ideology in this coun- 
try. They cannot but admit, however, 
that their fellow-bishops in Nazi-fascist 
countries are correct in their analysis 
of the benefits which this anti-liberal 
and anti-democratic ideciogy will bring 
to the organization of Roman Catholi- 
cism. 

NEXT MONTH: ‘‘THE GREAT- 
EST TROJAN HORSE OF THEM 
ALL.’’ 


WHEN whelmed are altar, priest and 
creed; 
When all the faiths are passed; 
Perhaps from darkening incense freed, 
God may emerge at last. 
—William Watson 
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JANUS-FACED MORALITY 


HE SUPREME PONTIFF of the 

Church of Rome gave tacit consent 
to Italy’s ‘stab in the back’ to crippled 
France and beleagured Britain. His 
bishops, however, were more than ex- 
plicit after Mussolini’s declaration of 
war. They issued pastoral letters and 
made many declarations urging the 
Italian clergy and people ‘‘to obey and 
trust Mussolini in the war he is wag- 
ing for the welfare of the Italian peo- 
ple.”’ The Archbishop of Gorizia ex- 
horted all Italians 
‘“*to lift our reverent thoughts to the 
ever-victorious King and Emperor and 
to the undefeated Duce. to whom we 
have entrusted the fate of our armies 
and of the whole nation—May God 
always bless and protect him.”’ 
According to this archbishop, Musso- 
lini’s Italy is fighting to attain ‘‘the 
goal assigned to them by Providence.’” 


From Berlin, also, a United Press 
dispatch of June 7, stated that ‘‘Spe- 
cial meetings of the Roman Catholie 
bishops throughout Germany resulted 
in a decision to hold thanksgiving 
masses for the German victory in Bel- 
gium and Flanders.’’ 


After Hitler’s bloody destruction of 
four civilized countries of Europe, this 
Roman Pontiff, who claims to represent 
Jesus Christ, had no word of rebuke 
for the Nazi-fascist powers, with whom 
the Vatican has made legal commit- 
ments from the beginning. Breaking 
silence for the first time since the in- 
vasion of Holland and Belgium, Pope 
Pius XII, using a group of newlyweds 
aS a sounding board, delivered himself 
of a honeyed appeal to Germany and 
Italy to go easy on the peoples they 
had conquered, and ‘‘to forgive what 
they thought were the wrongs of 
France.’’ Mindful, doubtless, of Musso- 
lini’s twelve brave days of war against 


1N.Y. Times, June 17, 1940 


an already conquered France, and of 
Hitler’s six weeks’ work of destruction 
in Holland, Luxemburg, Belgium and 
France, he piously declared that Ger- 
many and Italy should not be too 
proud of their victories. ‘‘ While faith- 
fully and courageously defending his 
country’’ he said, ‘‘a Christian must, 
however, abstain from hating those 
whom he is obliged to combat.’’ Had 
he reached for the sky with his right 
hand, heiling Fuehrer and Duce, he 
could not have more clearly endorsed 
their combined plans when, as the re- 
port goes on to say ‘‘the Pontiff stress- 
ed’’ the fact, however, that ‘‘this par- 
don does not exclude the re-establish- 
ment of justice or of injured right.’’ 


Lest statements of the Catholic hier- 
archy in Germany and Italy appear too 
alarming to Americans, Vatican circles 
hasten to assure us that ‘‘The attitude 
and responsibility of the Vatican are 
entirely separate from those of the 
Italian clergy and Catholics.’’ 


May the Pope, then, as occasion de- 
mands, deeree one code of morals for 
his clergy and Catholic people, and an- 
other for himself? Or it may be that, 
when it comes to a crisis of vital im- 
portance to civilization, this ‘‘ Vicar of 
Jesus Christ’’ is unable to distinguish 
between right and wrong. 


As students of Catholic apologetics 
we know the answer of the Roman the- 
ologians to this question. They would 
say that the fault lies, not with the 
Pope, but with countries like the 
United States which will not accept 
the Pope’s moral code; that if all 
countries would submit to Vatican 
dominion, then he could impose one 
moral code that would have to be 
obeyed by all. In this ideal state of 
things, then all the Pope would have 
to do would be to make his will known 
to the governments of the nations, and 
they, in turn, would use their police 
forces to see that it would be carried 
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out to the letter. 


This may happen if, and when, fas- 
cist totalitarianism envelops the whole 
earth. It cannot come about as long as 
democracy continues to exist and fune- 
tion. 


FURTHER FACTS ON FORMER 
U. S.-VATICAN RELATIONS 


OR the interest of our readers, and 

for future record, we reproduce the 
following editorial from the N. Y. 
Daily Tribune of Feb. 2, 1867, which 
explains how Protestant worship was 
proscribed in Rome by Pope Pius [X, 
and which caused President Andrew 
Johnson to order the American Minis- 
try to the Vatican closed. It is con- 
tained in a letter, signed Ecclesiasticus, 
to the Christian Science Monitor of 
Boston, Jan. 26, 1940: 


“The closing of all Protestant places of 
worship in the City of Rome, by order of 
the Papal Government, has lately elicited 
some comment. The fullest account which 
we have yet met with is given in a letter 
from the Rev. Dr. Prime, the well-known 
editor of The Observer of this city. 


The Roman law strictly prohibits Protest- 
ant worship in the City of Rome. The only 
exception to this restriction is that the Am- 
bassadors of foreign governments may have 
divine services celebrated in their own 
houses. Under this protection, the Russian, 
the Prussian, the American, and other re 
presentatives of foreign governments have 
had for many years chapels in their own 
houses. The British government has no 
diplomatic relations with Rome, but the 
British Protestants have for forty years 
past been tolerated in holding worship in 
a hayloft, finished off as a chapel, just owt- 
side the walls, near the Porto del Popolo. 
The practice, however, has been more tol- 
erant than the law, and the Roman auth- 
ities have winked at or overlooked other 
religious assemblies of foreign residents. 
Thus there have been for six years two 
other stations of Scotch Presbyterians, 
which have never been interfered with 
until, on December 29th, the chaplains were 


served with the following most remarkable 
warning from the British Consulate: 


‘British Consulate at Rome, 
Dec. 21, 1866. 


Sir: It is my official duty to inform 
you that Monsignore Randi, Governor of 
Rome, has just communicated to me that 
you are holding illegal religious meet- 
ings in your house, which, you must 
know, are prohibited by the Roman law, 
and that you have thus placed yourself 
in the power of the Inquisition, both for 
arrest and imprisonment. 

But as the Monsignore permits me to 
give you this notice, I would seriously 
advise that you at once put an end to 
these innovations, and that you visit 
Monsignore Randi at Monte Citorio and 
assure him that you will never again re- 
peat these illegal acts. I hope in this way 
you may possibly suspend your ezile, 
which is now hanging over you. I am, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 


Joseph Severn, British Consul, 
To the Rev. James Lewis.’ 


We are not surprised that some country- 
men of the author of this remarkable docu- 
ment suspected him of approving the pur- 
pose of the Government. All the repre 
sentations made to the Papal authorities 
were fruitless, and on January 4, the Pres- 
byterian stations were closed. Mr. Odo Rus- 
sell in vain appealed to Cardinal Antonelli. 
His reference to the liberty granted to the 
Americans to have a place of worship drew 
forth the remark that “the Government 
would attend to that also.” 


Our dispatches by the latest steamers are 
several days later than the letter of Dr. 
Prime, and they inform us that the Amer- 
icans have really been attended to also. 
All the meetings for Protestant worship 
within the walls of the City of Rome, ex- 
cept those in private houses of the foreign 
Ambassadors, are strictly forbidden. To 
the urgent representations of the foreign 
Ambassadors, the Roman Government has 
only, at length, so far yielded as to allow 
Protestants to meet outside of the walls 
of the city. Thus the case remains for the 
present, and in this state it may remain 
until the Roman people, aided by the sym- 
pathy of Italy and of all civilized nations, 
shall forever put an end to the Roman In- 
quisition and to the prohibition of Protest- 
ant worship in Rome.” 
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ITEMS OF CURRENT 
INTEREST 


By James J. MURPHY 


THE New York Post of July 18th points 
out that the Vatican’s half-hearted approv- 
al of the Pan-American Conference at Lima, 
nearly two years ago, was part of its 
manoeuvering to obtain from President 
Roosevelt an ambassador—who was ulti- 
mately given to them. It goes on to speak 
of the prospects of the Pan-American Con- 
ference at Havana: “In this situation the 
Vatican has indicated that it approves the 
fascist government organized in France by 
Marshal Pétain and Pierre Laval and it 
hopes to see the totalitarian regime of 
other ‘corporative’ states, such as those in 
Portugal and Brazil, spread throughout the 
world.” 

The above is taken from an article radio- 
ed to the Post by John T. Whitaker, its 
Rome correspondent. 


* * + 


REPORTS in British newspapers that 
the Vatican lost no time in expressing its 
support for the new fascist government of 
Marshal Pétain in France, were white 
washed as “not official” by Cardinal Hins- 
ley in London. “They do not bear the hall- 
mark of the Holy See,” he said, and added 
that British Catholics were of “undivided 
loyalty both to our ancient faith and to 
this our native land.” It is true that Eng- 
lish Catholics have never failed their na- 
tive land; even in the attempted invasion 
by the Spanish Armada, their common re- 
sistance helped to defeat the ambitions of 
the Church of Rome. Yet, when Cardinal 
Hinsley was pointedly asked why the Pope 
does not excommunicate the war-guilty 
dictators, both of whom, together with ap- 
proximately 75 millions of their followers 
in Germany and Italy, are Catholics, he 
evasively replied:1 “Nowadays excommun- 
ication is comparatively rare, and is in- 
flicted only in cases in which the Church 
sees the possibility of obtaining satisfac- 
tion from the culprit for the crime com- 
mitted.” 

* * 


GOVERNOR Lehman in a recent denun- 
ciation of Trojan horse activities in Amer- 
ica erroneously considered “people who be- 


1In his preface to The Pope Speaks, pub- 
lished by Faber & Faber, London. 


lieve in religion and despise dictatorship” 

as one and the same group. He has only 

to look at the Christian Front or Fascist 

Spain to find fanatically religious Catholics 

who look upon Fascism as a blood-brother. 
2 a * 


ONLY history will be able to analyze dis- 
passionately the decision of ex-King Leo- 
pold to surrender his army to the Nazi 
High Command. No doubt there were ex- 
tenuating circumstances. Nor are we un- 
mindful of how difficult it is to protect 
principles from emotional inroads amid 
scenes of unspeakable horror and blood- 
shed. There is every right to suspect, how- 
ever, that his pro-fascist decision was urg- 
ed by his close connection with the House 
of Savoy through his sister Marie-José, 
wife of the heir to the Italian throne. But 
in such a vital and decisive hour, a moral 
question of such magnitude would be de- 
cided by a devout Catholic ruler only ac- 
cording to the advice and decision of his 
Jesuit confessor. In cases of doubt or con- 
fused conscience, it is always the confes- 
sor who solves the doubt and makes the 
vital decision. Which way would a Jesuit 
confessor have decided in such a strategic 
position? Would he advise sacrificing Cath- 
olic lives for a liberal France and Britain, 
or would he insist on saving lives for the 
winning foes of liberalism? There you have 
your answer. 

ok + * 


PARACHUTE troops, vested in cassock 
and Roman collar, were dropped from the 
skies into Belgium during the German in- 
vasion of last June. according to the New 
York Times. Not a bad uniform for a Fifth 
Columnist! It reminds us of a recent warn- 
ing of Secretary Ickes: “America will tol- 
erate no fifth column... It will not avail it 
to misuse the word ‘Christian’ as part of 
its name or even to be led by a man in 
priestly garb. . .” 


* * & 


DR. Max Arzt of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary says: “Organized religion, in- 
stead of thundering forth in the name of 
iod and strict justice, surrenders to the 
jingoistic elements that destroyed the hope 
of the world”. This is a point we stressed 
in our January issue in the article “Heil 
Hitler”. It is in particular an indictment 
of Roman Catholicism which insists on do- 
ing the thinking for its masses. It is less 
true of Protestantism which has consistent- 
ly shunned dictatorial thinking and leaves 











vital moral decisions to the individual 
Christian conscience and the inspiration 
of the Spirit. 


as * * 


FRANCO’S fascist government refused 
to grant even transit visas to the refugees 
fleeing before the invading Nazi monster. 
This is but one of the sweet fruits of the 
clerico-fascist bludgeoning of Spanish demo- 
cracy. 

* + * 


FATHER Coughlin’s stock contention of 
the identity of Bolshevist and Judaic in- 
terests is ably countered by the statement 
of Dr. Marcus: “There is not the remotest 
possibility that Russia will become a center 
of Jewish life. She will never tolerate a 


Jewish cultural center founded on re- 
ligion.” 
* * of 


WE ARE pleased to find Jewish conven- 
tions rising to defend our public school 
system against inroads of Catholic Action. 
Without naming names, Rabbi Minda of 
Minneapolis, in a report of the Committee 
on Church and State, denounces the classic 
Catholic attack in this fashion: “Due to 
the impact of world events, democratic in- 
stitutions and processes are no longer tak- 
en for granted. We cannot agree with the 
thesis that because the public school does 
not teach or sponsor religious instruction 
directly, that this institution is Godless 
and makes for atheism.” The Committee 
opposed introduction of the “release time 
plan” in schools as a violation of the prin- 
ciple of separation of Church and State; it 
declared that a majority of teachers in pub- 
lic schools were religious-minded and that 
the responsibility for youth and crime rests 
on the home and church as well as on the 
school. 

oe * * 


THE Coughlin Front regards any de- 
nunciation of anti-Semitism as a veiled at- 
tack on Catholicism, which they strategical- 
ly refer to as “Christianity”. So it happen- 
ed that Wendell Willkie recently received 
a telegram from the “Social Justice News” 
of St. Louis demanding that he balance his 
attack on anti-Semitism with one on “anti- 
Christianity’—-which to their minds is 
synonymous with world Jewry. 


* * * 


NO greater comment on the callousness 
of the modern conscience can be found than 
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the fact that official admission of wide- 
spread cannibalism in parts of China caus- 
ed not a murmur of: protest against the 
barbaric Japanese blo¢kade that is causing 
it—with the help of’ American munition- 
makers! ; 

* * +. 

CATHOLICS might well imitate the 
broad-mindedness of the Masons who, a 
few months ago, awarded the Grand Lodge 
Medal for Distinguished Achievement for 
1940 to the sculptor who made the statue of 
Father Duffy, erected in Times Square, 
New York City. How different is this toler- 
ance of the Masons from the intolerance of 
the Catholic Church which, for example, 
broke with former Czechoslovakia, because 
the Government paid centennial honors to 
the saintly John Huss. 

«k * * 


FATHER Philippo Soccorsi speaking in 
Latin, a few weeks ago, over a world-wide 
Vatican hook-up, had not a word of blame 
for Hitler in the present world catastrophe. 
He blamed it exclusively on the Versailles 
Treaty of 1919. He announced a series of 
Sunday masses, to be broadcast from the 
Vatican, praying for “a new world follow- 
ing the present war. . . an order inspired 
by principles of truth, justice and char- 
ity”. It was not enough for the Vatican to 
condone the evils of Hitlerism by its sil- 
ence; it went on to the sardonic point of 
anticipating “truth, justice and charity” as 
a policy in the Hitler world that faces us 
tomorrow. 

OS * * 


IT is of interest to know that the Vati- 
can Bar has put restrictions on its liquor 
business, warning customers to remain in- 
side the premises only “the time strictly 
necessary for the purchases”. (N. Y. Times, 
July 5, 1940.) 


* * * 








A CONFERENCE representing all faiths 
from all parts of the country, meeting in 
Constitution Hall in Washington, D. C. in 
mid-June, went on record against the ap- 
pointment of Myron C. Taylor to the Vati- 
can. It petitioned the President and Con- 
gress to “safeguard meticulously the Amer- 
ican principles of separation of church and 
state and in no particular to grant to one 
religious body recognition, favor or assist- 
ance not accorded to all other religious 
bodies” and, therefore, specifically, “not to 
establish diplomatic relations with any ec- 
clesiastical body.” 





24 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


BOOK REVIEWS 
THE BIRTH OF A SOUL 


THE MONK WHO LIVED AGAIN— 
A Tale Of South America, by B. H. 
Pearson, author of The Lost Genera- 
tion Returns, ete., Light and Life 
Press, Winona Lake, Ind., pp. 185. 
Price $1.25. 


LATIN AMERICA, with its teeming mil- 
lions of Roman Catholics, is now of great 
concern to the United States because of its 
regiments of Fifth Columnists ready to 
spread Nazi-Fascist ideology in the West- 
ern Hemisphere. Any story that sheds light 
on events in South American countries 
should be of interest to us. More than wel- 
come, therefore, is this gripping story of 
the wonderful conversion of Rev. Dr. Walt- 
er M. Montafio, scion of one of the noblest 
of Bolivian families, who left the Roman 
priesthood and the Dominican order and 
became a missionary of the Gospel to his 
benighted fellow-countrymen steeped in the 
errors of Roman Catholicism. 

His father was of noble Spanish lineage 
and for many years Regent of the Univer- 
sity of Cochabamba. His uncle, Eliodor Vil- 
lazon, was one-time President of the Repub- 
lic of Bolivia. This beautifully written 
story of his antecedents and life, first as a 
boy in his illustrious father’s home, then 
as a priest in the Dominican monastery of 
Santo Domingo near the city of Cuzco, Peru, 
and afterwards as an ex-priest and zealous 
evangelist, is fully vouched for both by the 
author, the Rev. B. H. Pearson, and the 
Rev. Francis S. Downs, pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church, Berkeley, California, 
who has written the preface to it. 

The story of the life and conversion of 
Dr. Montafio, as contained in this delightful 
book, is most eventful, enlightening and 
absorbingly interesting. Yet we can well 
imagine, as the author tells us, that there 
is much more that could have been told 
to amplify and substantiate it. “Lying back 
of this simple tale,” he says, “is such an 
abundance of letters, official documents and 
press dispatches, that even reference to 
them here cannot be made.” But the author 
amply fulfills his purpose of showing up the 
almost unbelievable medievalism which 
forms the background of the story, the la- 
mentable ignorance in which the Catholic 
people of South American countries are 
kept by their priests, as well as the heroic 


and successful efforts of the priest and 
monk, Dr. Montafio, to emancipate himself 
and go forth and openly proclaim Christ 
and his redeeming love with holy passion 
and transforming power. 


Like all of us ex-priests, Dr. Montaio 
looks back on his life in the Roman priest- 
hood as a nightmarish series of doors— 
“locked doors, doors in his own mind, in 
his heart, doors he had been unable and for- 
bidden to open, for which he could find no 
key, and which had always held him prison- 
er.” He too knew that outside these doors 
was the fear of social ostracism, of eccles- 
iastical excommunication, fear of the devil, 
of the prior of the monastery, and of hell. 
Then, as the glowing dawn of the summer 
morning of January 3, 1927, came up over 
the Andes, he boldly opened all of these 
doors and rushed to seek the truth at the 
Mission home of the Rev. Charles A. Pat- 
ton, Chief of the Evangelical Union of South 
America, in Cuzco. In that early morning 
light these two men stood face to face, the 
dark-haired, brown-eyed monk of Castilian 
blood gazing searchingly, questioningly, 
with a fierce demand for spiritual reality, 
into the frank, blue eyes of the Saxon mis- 
sionary. 


“It was five-thirty o’clock on the morning 
of January 3, 1927, when these two men 
knelt down before the living Savior. There 
was no argument. There were no long ex- 
planations. Protestant and Catholic apol- 
ogetics had no place here. They were pray- 
ing—the one out of long years of fellow- 
ship with his Friend, his Guide, his Savior 
—the other beginning, stumblingly, falter- 
ingly, praying, really praying for the first 
time in his life. . . From the depths of 
Fray Luis’ being were bursting forth the 
confessions of one who, for the first time, 
sees himself in the clear light of God’s holi- 
ness. The divine Iconoclast was breaking 
down and casting out the cherished idols of 
his heart, the Spirit of the Living God was 
melting him, the fire of conviction was 
burning through his self-righteousness, sin 
was being brought to the light of his un- 
derstanding that the blood of Christ might. 
by actual faith, be appropriated and his 
guilt covered once and for all by the divine 
High Priest. .. . The two men rose to their 
feet. It was ten-thirty o’clock. They had 
been on their knees five hours. The miracle 
had happened. Jesus had found another 
life in which to live incarnate. Seven years 
in hell had ended. A new man could witness 
to Christ’s victory... .” 


The story contains graphic descriptions 
of Dr. Montafio’s life as a boy in his fath- 
er’s luxurious home, of his unsuccessful 
searchings after truth as a student in Cath- 
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olic schools, his lapse into atheism followed 
by his suicidal submission to the death of 
his soul and spirit in a monastery of the 
Dominican friars. Most graphic of all is 
the description of his life behind the closed 
doors of his monastery, the fruitless, un- 
natural life of men in monasteries, cut off 
from all that is sane, rational and God-like 
in life and holiness. The author speaks 
truly when he remarks: 

“Organized religion in Latin America— 
and elsewhere—so often acquires charac- 
teristics so unlike Christ that the Master 
is lost among his minions, and the better 
one knows it, the less one knows of its 
Founder.” 

The account of Dr. Montafio’s work for 
Christ afterwards as an ex-priest, of the per- 
secution he suffered as a consequence from 
Church and State officials, would alone 
make this book worth while. Coercion, 
threats against his life, as well as allure- 
ments of profitable employment in high 
political circles, could not weaken his re- 
solve never to turn back. Curiously enough, 
the last offer was made to him, through his 
father’s influence, by Bishop Julio Garret, 
who himself later renounced his bishopric 
and the Catholic faith after officially relin- 
quishing his robes and insignia of office to 
the Vatican, and is today a protestant mis- 
sionary in Puerto Rico. It has been the priv- 
ilege of this reviewer to have had personal 
correspondence with this converted Roman 
Catholic bishop. 


Dr. Montafio himself tells us how the 
three classes in South American countries— 
the gentleman, the caballero, of pure Span- 
ish blood who does not work; the Cholos, 
who are a mixture of Spanish and Indian; 
and the Indians themselves, nomadic, still 
pagan, the descendants of the once proud 
Empire of the Incas, but now pariahs—are 
all controlled by the Roman Catholic clergy. 
Protestantism is tolerated, but accorded no 
legal standing as a Church. 


Dr. Montafio was ignominiously jailed, 
convicted and deported from his native land 
because he became a Protestant and openly 
taught doctrines contrary to the Roman 
Catholic beliefs of his fellow-countrymen. 
This can happen in South American coun- 
tries, and elsewhere, because of the union 
of the State with the Roman Catholic 
Church. As in medieval times he could be 
accused and found guilty of treason to the 
State, inasmuch as the state recognizes 
and protects the Roman Catholic religion 
as an established legal entity. He could 
therefore, be accused of preaching against 
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the government. This should be a lesson to 
us of the wisdom of holding resolutely to 
our vital constitutional guarantee of com- 
plete separation of state and church. 
Truly, salvation can only come to Latin 
American countries through their evangel- 
ization. Crucified for centuries by the 
medieval grip of the Roman Church, Latin 
America is now in danger of being Nazi- 
fied like other Catholic countries in Europe 
—not without help from the Catholic 
Church. This story of the conversion of Dr. 
Montafio, priest and monk, should be an 
inspiration to all of us to codperate in the 
evangelization of our Latin neighbors. In 
this way only can its millions be saved for 
Christ, from both Roman ecclesiastical and 
Nazi-Fascist domination, and be enabled to 
secure for themselves the blessings of life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 


* * * 


ITALY’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
REFORMATION, By John B. Bis- 
ceglia, Th. D. Price $1.00. Presby- 
terian Committee of Publication, 
Richmond, Va. 


WE SELDOM think of Italy as having 
contributed much to the Reformation. The 
reminders in this book of Dr. Bisceglia 
of what Italian priest-reformers did is all 
the more gratifying for this reason. With- 
in the limits of its 78 pages, this little 
book contains a surprising amount of facts. 
Much of what is emphasized at Christ’s 
Mission, for instance, was held by Marsig- 
lio di Padova early in the 14th century. 
Two interesting chapters tell of the con- 
nection between the Renaissance in Italy 
and the Reformation, and of a list of doc- 
trines taught by the Waldenses—which 
were condemned by the Archbishop of Turin 
in the same year that Martin Luther nailed 
his famous ninety-five theses to the doors 
of the church at Wittenberg. 


A BOOKLET entitled Spain Under Fran- 
co,* by A. V. Phillips of London, England, 
who was arrested in Madrid August 9, 
1939 and kept in jail till December 19, 
has reached us. It is factual and not bit- 
ter. What interests us in this eye-wit- 
ness’s account of present conditions in 


*If ordered in sufficient numbers we can 
supply this booklet to our readers; price 
will be 15¢ a copy. 
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Spain is what he tells of the codperation 
of Catholic Church authorities in the 
treatment of the million or more Loyalists 
still held in Franco jails. The Spanish 
dictator is using the Catholic priests to 
carry out his ‘“‘Redemption-by-Work Sys- 
tem’’. A prisoner who has been sentenced 
to thirty years in jail may “redeem him- 
self’ in fifteen if he submits himself, body 
and soul, to a kind of military-monastic 
regime. Women prisoners are given the 
same ‘opportunity’ if they submit to 
military-convent drill. This is the most 
fearful effect of Nazi-fascism—the clerico- 
fascist system which completely breaks 
down every urge of God-given rights to 
individual liberty, and which makes one a 
complete automaton of an authoritarian 
state and an authoritarian’ church. 


L. Ho. 
& 

All books reviewed in our columns may 
be had from us at regular publishers’ 
prices. 

2 


THE Jesuit Order is observing this year 
the 400th anniversary of its founding. In 
the New York Metropolitan area alone it 
numbers 556 Jesuits extremely active in 
schools, colleges, a university, retreat 
houses, magazine offices, mission bands, 
parish work and a number of “specialized 
fields.” Students under its direction in 
this immediate area alone number 12,200, 
most of them college and university stu- 
dents. New York City is the center for 
their publishing activities. It publishes six 
different magazines, including America, 
which is regarded as the official mouthpiece 
for the Catholic Church in this country. It 
has five metropolitan churches with an at- 
tendance of 25,000. Its most pervasive in- 
fluence, however, is exerted through its 
press and through retreats to nuns and 
priests. 

* * ck 


LAST August Congress voted a medal to 
Father Francis X. Quinn, New York City 
priest, for “risking his life” to persuade a 
Catholic thug to surrender to the police. 
Because of unexpected defense appropria- 
tions, the House appropriations committee 
recommended only $250.00 for the medal 
instead of the $600.00 originally voted. 
Newspaper accounts of the heroism fail to 
emphasize that the bandit surrendered on 
the strength of a promise from Father 
Quinn that he would be treated leniently... 
The promise was never kept. 


FOR AN UNFETTERED ITALY 


L MONDO, a monthly magazine of 

‘“‘unfettered Italian Opinion,’’ 
makes refreshing reading in contrast to 
so many Italian newspapers and peri- 
odicals, in this country and abroad, 
which slavishly reprint only the mouth- 
ings of Mussolini and his satellites. Its 
contributors include men of such high 
caliber as Dr. Gaetano Salvemini, for- 
merly Professor of History at the Uni- 
versity of Florence, author of Under 
the Ax of Fascism, ete., and later a 
lecturer on history at the Universities 
of Oxford, Yale and Harvard; Dr. 
George La Piana, Professor of Church 
History at Harvard; Dr. Max Ascoli, 
formerly Professor of the Philosophy 
of Law at Italian universities and au- 
thor of many outstanding works on law 
and philosophy; Dr. G. A. Borghese 
and many others of note. It is divided 
into English and Italian sections, and 
has for its objectives to inform the 
American public of actual conditions 
in fascist Italy, the defense of demo- 
eratic institutions in the United States 
against fascist infiltration, and to help 
in the rescue of the real Italian Moth- 
erland from fascist tyranny. 


Of interest to Americans in its June, 
1940, issue, should be its published list 
of some fifty Italian. ‘Fifth Column’ 
centers in the five boroughs of New 
York City. With the statement that it 
is ‘‘fully conscious of the implications 
of our actions,’’ and ‘‘ready to back 
cur assertions with indisputable evi- 
dence,’’ it charges these associations 
‘‘with being part of the vast net-work 
which the Italian Fascist propaganda 
machinery has set up under the direct 
supervision of the Italian Fascist Gov- 
ernment.’’ Some of these societies meet 
in public High Schools of New York 
City. It would be interesting to know 
the part which priests play in the con- 
duct of these ‘Fifth Column’ clubs and 
societies. 
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From the Italo-American Who Is 
Who, this issue of Il Mondo also gives 
us the names of many individuals who 
are in charge of Italian programs of 
Radio Station WOV, ‘‘a station which 
has done more damage to the cause of 
democracy among Italian immigrants 
than all the Fascist-controlled institu- 
tions combined.’’ It also quotes from 
a letter which the Italian Consul Dr. 
Spano, ‘‘head of all Fascist activities 
among Italian immigrants in Buffalo,’’ 
wrote to the Buffalo Evening News of 
April 26, 1940, in which he said: 

“Jefferson would not hesitate, if he were 
living, to wish for a Mussolini for our 
country, where democracy today is synon- 


ymous with prohibition, crime, intolerance 
and corruption.” 


Another interesting and enlightening 
article is entitled, ‘‘Mussolini, The 
King, and The Pope.’’ 


Il Mondo is published at 80 Fourth 
Ave., New York City, at 25 cents a 


copy, and $3.00 yearly in the U. S. 
and Canada. 


“LIBERTY can only be built up syn- 
thetically by units, by individuals 
brave enough to face the facts: that 
there is no “blackboard” demonstra- 
tion that God is good; that they can- 
not shift the responsibility of the 
working out of their destiny to others; 
that there is no ‘spiritual insurance 
society’ that can guarantee them 
against loss of salvation; that no per- 
son or power extant, spiritual or legal, 
is qualified to assume their souls; that 


God has appointed no earthly agents 
with power of attorney; that the only 
sovereignty is in one’s own soul, and 


that its extraterritoriality, for the 
present term of existence, is in one’s 
own body. A church system, like that 
of the Roman Papacy, can excommun- 
icate, but never effectually exclude; 
the state, likewise, can execute, but 
cannot convict.” 


—Ez-Priest and the Riddle of Religion. 
p. 221, by L. H. Lehmann 





THE EDITOR’S 


MAILBAG 





ITH DUE MODESTY, we quote the 
following from the July issue of 
Protestant Action, of Toronto, Canada: 


“THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, found- 
ed by Father James O’Connor after his con- 
version in 1878, and now edited by Dr. L. 
H. Lehmann, ex-priest, assisted by a num- 
ber of former priests, is one of the best 
Magazines reaching us. It carries concise 
and authentic information which should be 
in the hands of all true Protestants.” 

* +” * 


We are grateful to the Librarian of the 
Spence Library of the Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, Va., for the following 
to a former student of the Seminary: 


“We feel, as you do, that our students 
should be informed of the political activity 
of the Vatican, and the tempered and reason- 
able statements which appear in ‘THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC seem to us to 


state the case without undue bias or ani- 
mus.” 
* + * 


ALL EX-PRIESTS do not agree with 
our views on Roman Catholicism. The fol- 
lowing is from an ex-priest who became a 
Protestant minister, but has come around 
to the view of many “unconscious” Fifth 
Columnists in this country in face of the 
crisis confronting Protestantism and Demo- 
cracy: 


“Personally, as between systems, I prefer 
the Roman Catholic. If we must have or- 
ganized religion I believe it must be con- 
trolled and regimented, like the future 
economic order. The great majority of the 
human race are seeking security—in spirit- 
ual values as well as in the social and eco- 
nomic order. Despite the obvious fallacies 
of Romanism, it will come nearer adjusting 
itself to a controlled economy than individ- 
ualistic Protestantism ...” 

oe * + 


A JEW, grateful for Protestant tolera- 
tion to his race, writes us as follows: 


“As a Jew, I thank God that Protest- 
antism exists. To this great branch of 
Christianity we owe much for the idea of 
tolerance. Protestantism, with very few 
exceptions, has meant liberty and better 
understanding among men of good will. 
I have found Catholic literature on Jew- 
ish problems to be vicious and grossly 
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unfair to the Jewish people here and 
abroad. 
Yours sincerely, 


* * * 


THE FOLLOWING, received by us on a 
postal card, with quaint economical spell- 
ing, from the organizer of a Library Club in 
the South is reproduced for what it is 
worth: 

“We have all deliberately read the Jan. 
Feb & Mar. copy U sent us, & as U sugjest 
writing whether we disagree or not,—some 
of us think the magazine O.K., but some 
wont have it in our library bekawz of its 
aparent pro-Jew propaganda, as they abhor 
Jewry evn worse than they do Catholicism 
& beleve the protocols are not forgeries & 
are being followd & used by Jewry & that 
Jewry is right now promoting its usurpa- 
tion-conquest of America as planned, by 
trying to get us into war with Gentile- 
Germany, insiduously now by ‘aiding the 
allies’ propaganda. Hence we are not able 
to subscribe now. 

‘Co-operatively yours howevr for publish- 
ing the basic vital truths so the multitude 
can know it & thus know how & what to 
do to keep us out of war which is ines- 
capabl unles we imediately stop serving 
MAMON & serve God & especialy by & thru 
rightiusly administering our government.” 


*- * * 


The Converted Catholic 
Dear sir: 

Is it not a fact that Mussolini wrote in 
Switzerland a little book which was pub- 
lished under the title Dieu n’existe pas. I 
seem to remember that George Seldes 
quoted it in “Sawdust Caesar.” Would it 
not be a nice work for the Italian Book 
Company, which has just published Musso- 
lini’s JOHN HUSS, to republish his little 
work on atheism?” 

Yours truly, 
CHARLES DUFF, 
Editor “Voice of Spain” 
High Holborn, London, W. C. I.” 


We have seen a copy of this work of 
Mussolini in translation. It is another ex- 
ample of the political opportunism of the 
founder of Fascism, once public expounder 
of atheism and hater of the Vatican which 
now blesses his activities. 

oJ oa * 
A. H. C. from Wisconsin writes to say: 


“I find your little magazine interesting 
and feel that the Catholic-Fascist angle 
of the war needs just the clear-cut ex- 
planation that you are giving it. The pub- 
lic press says nothing on the point for 
fear of the Catholic boycott.” 


FROM Canada, a reader sends for sample 
copies of our magazine for his friends and 
says: 


“At this hour, when the forces of re- 
action and darkness are threatening to 
arrest and envelop reasoning men, it is 
highly essential that the mass of the peo- 
ple must be awakened. We cannot suc- 
cessfully combat an evil when we are 
not cognizant where the fountain head of 
‘universal evil’ is located. The courag- 
eous and truthful characters who are 
contributing articles to your valuable 
publication, are doing a fine service for 
humanity; so I hope that some of the 
people whose names I have submitted 
here will be impressed to the extent of 
— subscriptions for your maga- 
zine.” 


* * *# 


We trust that many will imitate this 
reader and order sample copies of “The 
Converted Catholic’ for their friends. In 
this way our magazine can best become 
known and its usefulness expanded. 


* * * 


“There is life in a look at the crucified One 
There is life at this moment for thee! 
Then look, sinner, look unto Him and be 

saved— 
Unto Him who was nailed to the tree. 


All His anguish of soul on the cross hast 
thou seen? 
And His cry of distress hast thou heard? 
Then why, if the terrors of wrath He en- 
dured, 
Should full pardon to thee be deferred? 


We are healed by His stripes,—wouldst thou 
add to the word? 
And he is our righteous made: 


. The best robe of heaven He bids thee put 


on— 
O couldst thou be better arrayed?” 


The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the strength of my life; of 
whom shall I be afraid?—Ps. X XVII, 1. 


*» * *& 


Every new subscription helps our mag- 
azine and our work at Christ’s Mission 
in behalf of priests who have turned from 
the Roman priesthood to join with us 
in the defense of our liberation and rights 
as children of a loving God. 








The Work of Christ's Wisin 


Public Meetings of Worship, Testimonies and Forum, every Sunday at 3:30 
in the afternoon, Union M, € Church, 229 West 48th Street, 
99 steps west of Broadway, New York City 
cman iAnnines 


HRIST’S MISSION was 
founded in New York City 

in 1879 by Rev. James A. O’Con- 
nor, a former Roman Catholic 
riest. Having come to the 
owledge of true Christian 
he determined to make 

it known to his former Catholic 


brethren. A special feature of his | 


Mission has been to help other 
priests to follow his example and 
to enable them to find positions 
in life after aoe from the 


Mission has aided hundreds of 
Catholic priests in this way. 
Its articles of incorporation 
specifically state that Christ’s 
Mission was founded ‘‘for the 
purpose of mutual improvement 
of religious knowledge and for 
the furtherance of religious opin- 
ion.” Tt therefore maintains its 
platform in the heart of New 
York City a3 an open forum for 
the discussion of the vital differ- 
ences between the religious and 


sited values of Reformation 
and those of Roman 


Catholicism. 


It also seeks to enlighten nou- 
Catholies as to Vatican-inspired 
activities against civil and religi- 
ous liberty. In treating of this 
subject, however, it carefully dis- 
tinguishes between (1) the Ro- 
man. Curia, (2) the hierarchy, 
and (3). the Catholic laity. It 
does not assail individuals, but 
speaks plainly about the aims 
and workings of ve politigo- 
religious system of Reman Ec- 
clesiasticism, of which ite all 
form a part. Nor does it connect 
any considerable percen of 
the laity with the political 
schemes of either the Vatican or 
the hierarchy. 

It is the only institution in the 
United States laboring on these 
two lines of endeavor, and ¢on- 
fidently appeais for help in 
money, prayers, and the exercise 
of personal influence in behalf of 
its tere and its literature. 


| Bnd from obedience in polities to an alleged 


. fere in the 


Conversion of Roman Catholics to the truly Christian and truly American 
way of life brings them out of darkness into light, from the power of men 
into the love of God, from bondage to freedom. If spoken in love, this in- 
formation leads them to know that they can have direct access to God 

- b » to turn away from the intermediary of priests and saints, 

Pope to confidence 
‘ representative government of the people. They come to recognize that 
% the Chureh of Rome should not take the place of Christ, nor a Pope inter- 
political and social affairs of the State. 


- YOUR COOPBRATION IS SOLICITED AND YOUR CORRESPONDENCE 
TED 


- When in New York City, come to our meetings. We cordially welcome you. 


CHRIST’S MISSION . . . 229 West 48th St., New York, N. Y. 





Name sises.ioui 
Address :..:.rster 








